
 2nd Grading Period 
High Schoolwide Instructional Focus Calendar

              

Dates Reporting Category
CCSS Anchor Standards
RI-Reading Informational 

Text
RL-Reading Literature

Benchmarks and Common Core Standards Covered

 10/28-11/07

Teacher 
Planning Day
11/8 (no opt)

Interim # 1

Informational Text/
Research Process
NGSS Benchmark

LA.910.6.2.2
CCSS-RI--8

Continue with Main 
Idea

LA.910.1.7.3
CCSS-RI-RL-2
CSS-RI-RL-10

Continue with 
Vocabulary NGSS 

Benchmarks & 
CCSS-RI-RL 4

 &
CCSS-RI-RL1
CCSS-RI-RL-2
CSS-RI-RL-10

NGSS LA.910.6.2.2 The student will organize, synthesize, analyze, and evaluate the validity and reliability of 
information from multiple sources (including primary and secondary sources) to draw conclusions using a 
variety of techniques, and correctly use standardized citations.  (heavily tested in  )

Clarification: 
The student will use a variety of techniques and strategies within and across texts to locate and gather information. The 
student will identify the validity (i.e., correctness or soundness) and reliability (i.e., dependability) of information in a 
text by identifying supporting facts and analyzing the development of argument(s) within or across texts. In addition, 
the student may be asked to apply information from a text in a valid and/or reliable way. The student will identify 
relationships between two or more ideas or among other textual elements found within or across texts (i.e., synthesize 
information).

CCSS RI & RL 9/10.8, 11/12.8
Clarification: 
Knowledge Targets
a. Students must know the differences in reasoning (e.g., deductive, inductive).

Reasoning Targets
a. Students must determine false statements in an argument.
b. Students must identify fallacious reasoning in an argument.
c. Students must delineate and evaluate specific claims in a text.
d. Students must analyze whether the reasoning used in an argument is valid.
e. Students must analyze whether the evidence cited in an argument is relevant and sufficient.
f. Students must evaluate the effectiveness and credibility of argument(s) presented in a text
g. Students must evaluate the effectiveness of rhetorical fallacies in advancing an argument.
h. Students must know how to determine the validity of an argument.

11/12/-11/22

Holiday
11/11

Informational Text/
Research Process
NGSS Benchmark

LA.910.2.2.1
LA.910.6.11
CCSS-RI--7

 

Continue with Main 
Idea

NGSS LA.910.1.7.3

Continue with 
Vocabulary NGSS 

Benchmarks & 
CCSS-RI-RL 4

 &
CCSS-RI-RL1
CCSS-RI-RL-2
CSS-RI-RL-10

 LA.910.2.2.1The student will analyze and evaluate information from text features (e.g., transitional devices, 
table of contents, glossary, index, bold or italicized text, headings, charts and graphs, illustrations, 
subheadings).

Clarification:
The student will identify, explain, analyze, and determine meaning from a variety of text features.

Benchmark LA.910.6.1.1 The student will explain how text features (e.g., charts, maps, diagrams, sub-
headings, captions, illustrations, graphs) aid the reader’s understanding.

Clarification: 
The student will identify, analyze, and determine meaning from a variety of text features.

CCSS RI & RL 9/10.7, 11/12.7
Clarification: 
Reasoning Targets

a. Students must determine criteria for comparing various accounts of a subject told or presented in 
different mediums.

b. Students must analyze the various accounts of a subject, taking into consideration the conventions 
of a specific medium.

c. Students must compare the various accounts of a subject, noting significant details emphasized in 
each account.

d. Students must explain how and why different mediums depict a subject in a specific way.
e. Students must know how different mediums use different conventions and structures to address the 

same subject.

11/25-12/6
Holiday

11/28 & 11/29

NGSS  Benchmark 
LA.910.1.7.2

CCSS-RI-RL 6
Continue with Main 

Idea
LA.910.1.7.3

Continue with 
Vocabulary NGSS 

Benchmarks & CCSS-
RI-RL 4

 &
CCSS-RI-RL1
CCSS-RI-RL-2
CSS-RI-RL-10

Benchmark LA.910.1.7.2 The student will analyze the author’s purpose and/or perspective in a variety of text 
and understand how they affect meaning.  (heavily tested in 2012)

Clarification:   The student will identify the author’s purpose or perspective. The student will analyze the 
impact of the author’s purpose or perspective within or across texts.

CCSS RI & RL 9/10.6, 11/12.6
Clarification: 
Reasoning Targets

a. Students must determine which details in a particular work of literature relate to a cultural 
experience or support the author's or character's point of view.

b. Students must compare and contrast the author's or character's point of view or cultural experience 
from a wide variety of texts.

c. Students must analyze how a particular cultural belief affects the point of view of a topic.
d. Students must analyze how cultural experiences differ in literary works of similar topics.
e. Students must evaluate the influence of cultural experiences and their effects on the author's or 

character's point of view within a text.
CCSS RI & RL 11/12.6
Clarification:
Reasoning Targets

a. Students must analyze text in order to recognize and interpret styles of writer's craft (e.g., sarcasm, 
satire, irony, and understatement).

b. Students must evaluate how words or expressions can carry literal and figurative meaning (e.g., 
Marc Antony's speech in Julius Caesar: "Brutus says he is ambitious, and Brutus is an honorable 
man.").

c. Students must evaluate how the author's use of irony creates nuances in a text.
12/9-12/20

Early Release
12/12

NGSS  Benchmark 
LA.910.1.7.7

CCSS-RI-RL 9

NGSS Continue with 
Main Idea

LA.910.1.7.3,  
LA.910.2.1.5, 
LA.910.2.1.7

Continue with 
Vocabulary NGSS 

Benchmarks & 
CCSS-RI-RL 4

 &
CCSS-RI-RL1
CCSS-RI-RL-2
CSS-RI-RL-10

 

Benchmark LA.910.1.7.7 The student will compare and contrast elements in multiple texts.

Clarification: 
The student will identify similarities between elements within or across texts or will identify differences 
between elements within or across texts.

CCSS RI  9/10.9, 11/12.9
Clarification: 
Knowledge Targets

a. Students must know the context of historical and literary documents.
b. Students must know how tone, syntax, and mood affect meaning in seminal U.S. documents.
c. Students must examine related themes among seminal U.S. documents.
d. Students must know an effective argument relies on ethos, logos and pathos to establish a relationship and 

credibility with the reader and to advance a point of view.
Reasoning Targets

a. Students must analyze seminal U.S. documents for key themes.
b. Students must discern the purpose(s) of seminal U.S. documents by analyzing author's purpose and text 

structure.
c. Students must analyze rhetorical features and literary elements of seminal U.S. documents and evaluate 

their impact on meaning and purpose.
d. Students must analyze multiple seminal U.S. documents for related themes and concepts

CCSS RL  9/10.9
Clarification: 
Knowledge Targets

a. Students must identify allusions in literature.
Reasoning Targets

a. Students must analyze how and why an author transforms source material in a specific work.
b. Students must analyze the purpose an allusion serves in a text.

1/6-1/16
Teacher 

Planning Day
1/17

Holiday
End of the 

Grading Period
1/16

NGSS  Benchmark 
LA.910.1.7.4

CCSS-RI-RL 1, 2, 3

NGSS Continue with 
Main Idea

LA.910.1.7.3,  
LA.910.2.1.5, 
LA.910.2.1.7

Continue with 
Vocabulary NGSS 

Benchmarks & 
CCSS-RI-RL 4

 &
CCSS-RI-RL1
CCSS-RI-RL-2
CSS-RI-RL-10

Cause and  Effect
Benchmark LA.910.1.7.4 The student will identify cause-and-effect relationships in text.

Clarification: 
The student will identify cause-and-effect relationships within text. Additionally, the student may need to 
discern a causal relationship implied in the text through the assimilation of facts and details provided.

CCSS  RI & RL 9/10.2, 11/12.2
Clarification:  
Knowledge Targets

a. Students must know an author's use of motif (i.e. central idea) can help illuminate the theme of a 
particular text.

Reasoning Targets
a. Students must analyze how the interrelationships of literary elements influence the development of 

plot and subplots, complex characters, and themes in text.
b. Students must analyze how a theme or central idea develops over the course of the text, 

including evidence from the text as support.
c. Students must explain how specific details from the text refine or create subtle distinctions that 

shape the theme.
d. Students must use a range of textual evidence to support summaries and interpretations of texts 

(e.g., purpose, plot/subplot, central idea, theme).
Product Targets

a. Students will provide an objective summary.

CCSS  RL 9/10.3, 11/12.3
Clarification:  
Reasoning Targets

a. Students must analyze characters (e.g., flat, round, static, dynamic, stock, archetype, antihero, etc.) 
and their traits.

b. Students must differentiate character motivation and analyze how those motivations influence theme 
or story.

c. Students must recognize how complex characters develop and change over the course of a text.
d. Student must analyze how character interactions can advance the plot and theme of a text

CCSS  RI & RL 9/10.1, 11/12.1
Clarification: 
Reasoning Targets

a. Students must draw inferences from literary text to make and support an analysis that goes beyond 
the obvious by using strong and thorough evidence gathered from reading.

b. Students must support their conclusions with explicit and implicit textual evidence.
c. Students must synthesize evidence collected from the text to best support their conclusions.


